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Jane Fuller
Executive Director,  
Arts Northern Rivers
A passionate advocate for 
creative industries and the 
vital role arts and culture plays 
in enhancing our liveability, 
celebrating our uniqueness and 
strengthening social cohesion.
 
Michael Thurston
General Manager,  
Destination North Coast
A dynamic and experienced 
tourism industry expert and 
advocate for the region’s visitor 
economy, championing the 
destination for its strengths, 
community and economic values. 

Speakers Perspectives Panel 

Welcome to Country
•	 Aunty Delta Kay

Introduction to the Day 
•	 Jane Laverty

Under the Hood of Creative 
Industries and Visitor Economy 
•	 Jane Fuller
•	 Michael Thurston

Perspectives Panel: 
What makes a place truly liveable  
for locals and visitors alike?

Libby Lincoln
Executive Director,  
NORPA
World-class theatre in 
regional Australia. 
 

Chris Tyas
Founder & Creative Director, 
SOLHAVEN
A Mindful Micro Village 
coming soon. 

Melissa James
CEO & Founder,  
INCLUSIVE TOURISM 
AUSTRALIA
Growing business, creating 
social impact. 

Toby King
General Manager,  
CRYSTAL CASTLE & 
SHAMBHALA GARDENS
Home of the largest and most 
beautiful crystals in the world. 

Lisa O’Meara
CEO,  
SCREENWORKS
Building regional capacity. 

Aunty Delta Kay
Tour operator,  
EXPLORE BYRON BAY
Proud Bundjalung woman and 
visitor economy leader.

Pam Brook
Co-Founder,  
BROOKFARM & CAPE 
BYRON DISTILLERY & 
COOLOMON COMMUNITY
20 years of a thriving 
sustainable and 
generational business. 
 
Will Gammon
Founder and Director,  
FIN VFX & FOUNDATION 
STUDIOS
Growing talent and 
opportunity in creative-rich 
environments. 
 
Cr Sarah Ndiaye
Mayor, 
BYRON SHIRE COUNCIL
Bringing a strong sense of 
community and leadership to 
Local Government. 
 
Marlon Denning
Film maker, CREATOR OF 
THE ROCK POOL WALTZ
Sustainability advocate 
and Northern Rivers Youth 
Advisory Group member.

Magdalena Roze
Journalist, Meteorologist 
and Author,  
VARIOUS INITIATIVES
Ambassador, advocate and 
passionate about wholefoods, 
lifestyle and balance.

Charlie Sutton
Chief Design Officer, 
ATLASSIAN
Advocate for human 
centred design, innovation 
and creativity.

Welcome to Country - Aunty Delta Kay 
Bundjalung woman

MC - Jane Laverty
Regional Director, Business NSW

Under the Hood

Insights from Inside and Outside 

Proudly funded by Project delivery partners Event partners

•	 Libby Lincoln
•	 Chris Tyas
•	 Melissa James

•	 Toby King
•	 Lisa O’Meara
•	 Aunty Delta Kay

Morning tea

Insights from the inside and outside
•	 Charlie Sutton
•	 Libby Lincoln

Perspectives Panel
How do we ensure the Northern Rivers 
keeps pace with change without 
losing the essence of who we are?

•	 Pam Brook
•	 Will Gammon
•	 Cr Sarah Ndiaye

•	 Marlon Denning
•	 Magdalena Roze
•	 Charlie Sutton

Being a NorRivean and a regional 
brand ambassador
What kind of NorRivean are you?  
Time to do the quiz

Working lunch - Grab your ‘bento’ box
•	 Sharing and final discussions

Thank you and close
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Northern Rivers 
Liveability Forum 
Thursday 20 November 2025
Byron Community Centre Theatre

Charlie Sutton
Chief Design Officer, 
ATLASSIAN 
Charlie has over two decades 
of experience leading high-
performing design teams at some 
of the world’s most influential 
technology companies. His 
leadership is defined by his ability 
to bridge disciplines and cultures.
 
Libby Lincoln
Executive Director, NORPA
Libby has co-led NORPA’s flood 
recovery and creative resurgence, 
since 2022. With 40 years in 
the arts, she’s shaped major 
organisations and strategies 
nationwide and is well known for 
her collaborative leadership.



Kyogle & District businesses...we need you! 
Your voice will guide priorities to shape our region’s future

ProspER, the regional economic & environment plan
to 2040 is shaping the future of our region.

Share your insights and ideas and lets
create a place where business, industry,
environment and community thrive.

Your insights are essential to tailor the plan to the
needs of business and industry.  

Have you completed the Business
Retention & Expansion Survey?

Your partners  
in compliance

Seasonal Update

From December to March, hot and humid climates across Australia 
can lead to heat-related illnesses that pose health risks and 
reduce worker productivity. In extreme cases, heat stress can even 
be life-threatening.

As we continue our slog into the summer, our clients often ask: 
At what point does it become too hot to safely work?

While it would be nice to have a simple answer, the reality isn’t 
as straightforward. The risk of heat stress is unique to every work 
environment and is influenced by factors such as:

• Ambient air temperature
• Reflected heat
• Heat from machinery
• Distance to drinking water
• Humidity level
• Intensity of physical activity

In the battle against heat stress, knowledge is power. A safe 
system of work should include an assessment of your workplace 
environment, the physical health of workers, and ongoing 
monitoring and supervision.

To get an initial assessment of heat risk tailored to your workplace 
conditions, use the QLD Government’s Heat Stress Calculator:

Heat Stress Calculator 

(3 minutes)

Servicing Queensland –  
Greater Brisbane, Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast

Phone 07 3348 3666 
Email info@masulacompliance.com.au

We’ve moved!
Our new office is located at  
The Hub, Level 2
Unit 13, 2 Loraine Str
Capalaba QLD 4157
View map

Read more

Heat Stress Calculator

If your work environment is high risk, contact us for an in-depth 
assessment and tailored safety measures to protect your business 
and your employees.

Don’t wait until someone on your team requires medical attention 
for heat stress. Stay cool, stay safe, and enjoy your summer.

Ba
refoot Gypsy “A lover of misty 

mornings and golden 
afternoons, they move 
with the pull of the 

Facebook User
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Ba
refoot Gypsy “A lover of misty 

mornings and golden 
afternoons, they move 
with the pull of the 
tides and the rhythm 
of the land.”

Facebook User

Gold

Strategic Partners

Silver

Welcome 
Thanks for being part of CR8iVE. 
This forum was built on a simple truth - liveability is 
a workforce advantage. When our region is rich in 
culture and buzzing with visitors, we don’t just keep 
talented people here. We draw more in.

Creative industries drive innovation. From digital 
design to storytelling, they bring fresh thinking to 

every sector. Pair that with a strong visitor 
economy and you get real economic 
firepower. Local producers, service 
providers and investors all benefit when 
the region is alive and thriving.

CR8iVE connects two high-impact 
sectors with the broader economy. Not 
as side sectors, but as core infrastructure 

for liveability, innovation and economic 
growth. This is where new partnerships 
form, ideas collide, and cross sector 
projects get off the ground.

Jane Laverty,  
Regional Director  
Business NSW
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Take the Quiz!
Scan QR code to discover 
which NorRivean you are 
and share online.

What kind of 
NorRivean are you?


