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HISTORIC SUPPORT FOR BUSINESS AND THEIR 
EMPLOYEES 

   

The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, has applauded the Federal 
Government for taking strong action to protect businesses, preserve jobs and guarantee 
wages for workers during the COVID -19 pandemic. 

The Federal Government has announced a package in excess of $130 billion which will see 
a $1,500 fortnightly payment made to businesses to then pass on to their employees. 

“This is a job saving initiative from the Federal Government,” said Business NSW Chief 
Executive Officer Stephen Cartwright. 

“It is an historic rescue package reflecting the extraordinary times which we are all living 
through,” Mr Cartwright said. 

“No boss wants to make their staff redundant or cut hours, but sadly that’s been the case 
across many industries as the coronavirus response measures took hold. 

“This move from the Federal Government will give a level of certainty to business owners 
and their staff and hopefully keep the economy moving, despite the obstacles. 

“While the $1,500 payment will be gratefully received, it is important to note that this is a 
minimum payment and an employer may still top that up to match a current salary 
arrangement. 

“To be eligible, a business needs to demonstrate a drop in revenue of at least 30 per cent as 
a result of the impacts of coronavirus, a benchmark that many businesses have already 
exceeded. 

“This is all part of a string of packages from the Federal and State Governments aimed at 
keeping people in work and the economy moving, as well as ensuring that when the crisis is 
over, the economy is in the best possible position to resume normal operations as swiftly as 
possible,” Mr Cartwright said. 

 
 
 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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