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STRONG BUSINESS ENDORSEMENT FOR NSW 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT PACKAGE 

   
The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, says the business community will 
welcome the NSW Government’s support package to combat the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
The NSW package comes just a few days after a $17 billion announcement from the Federal 
Government. 
 
“The NSW Government has listened to the concerns of the business community and 
responded accordingly,” said Business NSW Chief Executive Stephen Cartwright. 
 
“Of immediate benefit will be the deferral of payroll tax payments for three months for 
businesses with a payroll of under $10 million, and the extension of the payroll tax threshold 
to $1 million from 1 July, which was a specific request of Business NSW,” Mr Cartwright 
said. 
 
“These are unprecedented times and we all understand the need for drastic support 
measures to safeguard our business and broader community. 
 
“Solid financial management from successive State Treasurers over the past decade has 
enabled NSW to build a balance sheet which is sufficiently robust to initiate these types of 
measures. 
 
“Bringing forward $500 million in infrastructure spending will also turbo charge the economy. 
It will bring certainty to a number of industries, maintain and create job opportunities, 
especially for young workers, and at the same time provide much needed new assets for 
community use. 
 
“Given how important it is to help as many SMEs and their staff to survive the coming winter 
as possible, it would be disappointing to hear any cheap shots aimed at the Government for 
spending the Budget surplus. We appreciate that the Government does not have a 
bottomless pit of money but the community expects support when a crisis like this hits. 
 
“This NSW package comes on the back of various other support packages aimed at helping 
drought and bushfire impacted businesses get back on their feet as quickly as possible. By 
committing funds now, the State Government is assisting NSW businesses to be in the best 
possible shape to get through this existing crisis and then recover as quickly as possible 
when we emerge on the other side.  
 
“NSW contributes one third of the nation’s GDP, so it makes sense for the State 
Government to do all that it can to ensure NSW remains the place to do business in 
Australia,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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