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NSW GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO ACT QUICKLY ON STATE 
RECOVERY PACKAGE 

 

The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, says time is running out for the 
NSW Government to announce its own state focused stimulus package as the COVID – 19 
pandemic interrupts ongoing business operations. 

“The Federal Government has been decisive in delivering its package of support measures 
for business severely impacted by this global emergency, and the NSW Government needs 
to quickly follow suit,” said Business NSW Chief Executive Officer Stephen Cartwright. 

“NSW makes up one third of the national economy, so it is vital our businesses are given 
whatever support that can be offered,” Mr Cartwright said. 

“When you consider many are still overcoming the impacts of drought and bushfires, this is 
the time for the Government to leverage its strong balance sheet to support our businesses. 

“Business NSW has congratulated successive O’Farrell, Baird and now Berejiklian 
Governments for their strong financial management and fiscal responsibility over the past 
decade, but now the State needs a turbo charge during unprecedented times. 

“Just last week Business NSW formally wrote to the Government with our submission for 
June’s State Budget, but the situation is far too urgent, and rapidly changing, to wait until 
then. 

“What is important is that we support business owners who are keeping their doors open 
and employing people, so it’s natural that Payroll Tax relief should be a ‘no brainer’. 

“Queensland has supported their businesses by deferring payroll tax for six months, and 
that’s the type of measure our business owners need as well. 

“It is also important that the package supports those industries that will bear the brunt of the 
initial damage caused by the global uncertainty, especially the tourism, hospitality and 
education sectors, with manufacturing not far behind them. 

“A swiftly delivered NSW based stimulus package would also send a strong message of 
support to the businesses doing it tough, showing that the Government understands their 
plight and will do all it can to assist them in keeping the doors open and not having to lay off 
their staff,” Mr Cartwright said. 

 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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