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MORE SUPPORT NEEDED TO HELP BUSINESSES IMPACTED 

BY FIRES 
 

The state’s peak business organisation, the NSW Business Chamber, has repeated its calls 
for businesses impacted by bushfires to be provided with a $500 voucher to be spent 
receiving local financial advice. 
 
The call comes as businesses across NSW are dealing with the ‘triple trouble’ impact of the 
fires, as well as drought and the emerging cost of the Coronavirus. 
 
“The Chamber made a public plea to governments a couple of weeks ago asking that 
bushfire impacted businesses be given a voucher to assist their recovery,” said NSW 
Business Chamber Chief Executive Stephen Cartwright. 
 
“It’s obvious that the best way for these businesses to get back on their feet quickly is for 
them to receive local advice from a specialist financial adviser in their own community with 
full knowledge of their business, as well as the broader economic and demographic 
conditions,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
“This voucher could be administered by Service NSW in the same way the Active Kids 
rebate is managed, where you could receive your voucher online and use it at a registered 
financial practitioner within a certain radius of your business premises. 
 
“This plan is not asking for new money – just money that has already been committed being 
redirected into a tangible benefit for these bushfire impacted businesses, providing practical 
advice from a local specialist, not from a call centre hundreds of kilometres away. 
 
“We are renewing this call in light of new figures released by the NSW Tourism Industry 
Council which suggests that more than 70% of tourism businesses have experienced a 
downturn in bookings as a result of the Coronavirus. 
 
“A number of these businesses are also based on the South Coast of NSW, and had already 
been reeling from a tremendous downturn in visitation as a result of the bushfires. 
 
“The financial impact of the Coronavirus is likely to be felt for some time – across all 
industries and regions, although initially, tourism and education will be the hardest hit. 
 
“It’s why the NSW Business Chamber launched our Backing the Bush campaign which 
encourages city based businesses of all sizes to commit to holding a Board, management or 
staff meeting in a bushfire or drought impacted area of NSW sometime in 2020. 
 
“We’ve been overwhelmed with the response to date and we would encourage more 
businesses to get on board – it’s only through getting visitors into these towns, spending 
money and keeping people in work that the community can take the first steps towards their 
recovery,” Mr Cartwright said.  

https://www.backingthebush.com.au/

