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CHAMBER EMPLOYEES LEND A HELPING HAND 

The next phase of the NSW Business Chamber’s support for bushfire affected communities 
has commenced, with three Chamber staff beginning a month-long secondment with relief 
charity GIVIT. 
 
The Chamber staff will provide administration support to GIVIT and will also help to 
coordinate the delivery of locally purchased goods and donations to those in impacted areas. 
 
“The NSW Business Chamber first engaged with GIVIT through our Business of Racing 
lunch held each year prior to The Everest, where we were able to donate $50,000 to be spent 
in drought impacted areas,” said NSW Business Chamber Chief Executive Stephen 
Cartwright. 
 
“GIVIT spends donated funds in the local towns, so it means the money stays in the area. 
Not only do those in direct need receive some assistance, but a local small business gets a 
sale as well, enabling them to keep their doors open and employ locals,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
“As the CEO of the state’s peak business organisation, I’m incredibly proud of the way our 
staff have rallied behind this idea when it was first floated. It’s not an easy thing to commit to 
a month-long secondment away from family and friends. We had more volunteers than GIVIT 
could accommodate immediately, and we hope to be able to get more of our team involved in 
coming months. 
 
“This is just another way for the business community to demonstrate their support for those 
communities doing it tough. While business has been a soft target for critics in recent times, 
I’m sure everyone would agree that the way the business community has rallied to support 
those devastated by the bushfires has been amazing. 
 
“These staff secondments follow on from our ‘Backing the Bush’ initiative launched last 
week where city-based businesses are encouraged to commit to hosting a Board, 
management or staff meeting in a town impacted by bushfire or drought. 
 
“The response to that campaign has been stunning, with almost 100 companies signing the 
pledge via www.backingthebush.com.au in the first four days after launch,” Mr Cartwright 
said. 
 
Sarah Tennant, CEO of GIVIT, said, “Having these extra staff resources on the ground will 

mean we can quickly activate GIVIT’s service to better direct donations to those in need, 

making a positive and immediate impact on these communities”.  

http://www.backingthebush.com.au/

