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NSW NEEDS TO FOLLOW QLD LEAD AND PROVIDE 
PAYROLL TAX RELIEF 

The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, says the NSW Government 
should immediately follow the lead of their Queensland counterpart and provide 
payroll tax relief for businesses impacted by the drought, the bushfire crisis and the 
coronavirus. 

The Queensland Government has announced a six-month payroll tax holiday for 
impacted businesses and have also made it clear that they would work with these 
businesses on a payment plan schedule after that time. 

“Spending time this week in Batemans Bay (as part of the Australian Chamber’s 
Executive Board and Council meetings supporting the Backing the Bush initiative) I 
have seen firsthand how much help these business communities need,” said 
Business NSW Chief Executive Stephen Cartwright. 

“As much as I dislike patting Queenslanders on the back, this is a move that should 
be applauded and immediately copied here in NSW. 

“Even more so than Queensland, NSW has the balance sheet capability to 
accommodate this type of relief,” Mr Cartwright said.  

“It would send a strong message to impacted businesses that we can throw them a 
lifeline during these unprecedented times. 

“It also means any money they do have can go to ensuring their staff get their wages 
and suppliers are paid on time. 

“I’ve already reached out to some members of the NSW Cabinet encouraging them 
to launch a similar initiative. 

“The scale and magnitude of the recovery effort required in these impacted regional 
areas needs to be seen to comprehend, and it’s been a sobering experience 
travelling up and down the coast over the last day or so talking to small business 
people and their staff who are doing it so tough” Mr Cartwright said. 

 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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