
 
 
 

21 July 2021 

 
WE NEED CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY BACK ON THE TOOLS 

 
The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW is calling on the NSW 
Government to re-open the construction industry on Monday 26 July under reduced 
operating conditions. 
 
“It is estimated the construction industry closedown is going to cost the NSW 
economy between $800 million and $1 billion a week, in addition to the wider 
lockdown making this a $2 billion per week problem for businesses,” said Business 
NSW Chief Executive Daniel Hunter. 
 
“Our economy relies on construction, and its supports hundreds of thousands of 
people and their livelihoods. We would like to see a re-opening of building sites 
early, in a safe but reduced way,” Mr Hunter said. 
 
“By announcing a re-opening date of next Monday, it will give those businesses 
without a proper COVID Safe plan time to develop one, and give an opportunity for 
businesses to order and receive materials in time for a recommencement of trade. 
 
“When confronted with similar issues, the Victorian Government allowed 25 per cent 
of the regular workforce for large construction projects, and a maximum of five 
workers and a supervisor for smaller jobs. 
 
“For outdoor sites, we should allow a set number of workers per hectare, considering 
outdoor transmissions of the virus is less of a risk than indoors. 
 
“Everyone is aware of the dangers of the Delta variant, however the current blanket 
close down of this industry is disastrous for the economy, with many businesses 
forced to permanently close. 
 
“We are facing a significant mental health crisis with so many workers unable to earn 
a living in a safe way. 
 
“I cannot stress enough the importance of getting vaccinated as soon as possible, in 
order to reopen our economy,” Mr Hunter said. 
 
  
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and 
advocacy body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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