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BUSINESS NEEDS MORE SUPPORT AS LOCKDOWN CONTINUES 

 
The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW is calling on greater support 
for business as the impact of the lockdown takes hold. 
 
“Businesses are suffering from COVID-fatigue and struggling to keep up as the 
lockdown lengthens and the restrictions are expanded” said Business NSW Chief 
Executive Daniel Hunter. 
 
“With changing restrictions and new support measures, it’s difficult for business 
owners to stay abreast of what’s happening while keeping their staff employed and 
their businesses afloat,” Mr Hunter said. 
 
“As this lockdown continues with no apparent end in sight, it’s becoming increasingly 
clear existing support measures are insufficient. We need something that is scalable, 
supports people intensive and capital-intensive businesses and allows greater IR 
flexibility.  
 
“JobSaver is a good package that needs to be broadened and expanded as it only 
has a maximum of $10,000 in weekly support. This is too small for heavily impacted 
businesses, particularly medium and larger enterprises who employ more staff. 
 
“What we need is this package to be scalable for businesses of all sizes, so it 
maintains employment and keeps businesses afloat. 
 
“While JobSaver is targeted towards retaining the employment relationship, capital 
intensive businesses are still at significant risk, particularly those that have large 
repayments on property, plant and equipment. 
 
“There are a number of additional levers that can be looked at to support businesses 
immediately, including: 

• Loan deferrals – not just big banks, but smaller providers, particularly those 
involved in equipment finance 

• Deferrals of tolls, utilities, and clearer information around ATO payments  

• Discussions between local councils and businesses about rates and other 
fees and charges 

 
“Business needs a level of certainty moving forward, otherwise many businesses 
across Greater Sydney will never re-open and jobs will be lost for good,” Mr Hunter 
said. 
  
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and 
advocacy body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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