
 
 

 

26 February 2021 

 
NOMINATIONS OPEN  

NSW’S 2021 TOP TOURISM TOWN AWARDS 
 

NSW Tourism Industry Council is on the search to find New South Wales’ Top Tourism 
Town and New South Wales’ Small Tourism Town of the year.   
 

The Top Tourism Town Awards showcase the value of tourism to the towns and communities 
across NSW and celebrate their commitment to encouraging tourism and increasing visitation to 
their destination.   
 
“The Top Tourism Town Awards will shine a light on the towns, people, attractions and 
experiences that make NSW a ‘must visit’ destination,” said NSW Minister for Jobs, Investment, 
Tourism and Western Sydney, Stuart Ayres. 
 
“NSW is open for business and welcoming visitors, which is great news for regional towns and 
communities that rely on the visitor economy to support local businesses. 
 
“The Awards will recognise excellence and the collaboration between businesses and local 
stakeholders to increase the appeal of NSW towns from country to coast. 
 
“As we’ve identified in the Visitor Economy Strategy 2030, regional towns play an important role 
in attracting visitation and visitor spend to NSW, and I encourage all tourism towns to enter the 
Awards,” Mr Ayres said. 

 
“The Top Tourism Town Awards will recognise communities that collaborate to make their town 
the best destination it can be,” said NSW Tourism Industry Council Executive Manager, Greg 
Binskin. 
 
“Groups such as Local Chambers of Commerce, Tourism Associations, Councils, Visitor 
Information Centres or motivated groups of local operators can collaborate and showcase their 
town as a great visitor destination,” Mr Binskin said. 
 
“The awards will recognise those communities that collaborate to make their town the best 
destination it can be. 
 
“The Awards will provide communities across NSW with a much-needed morale boost following 
the combined impacts of drought, fire, flood, border closures and COVID-19 lockdowns.  
 
“It’s an exciting opportunity to celebrate the strong commitment and resilience these towns have 
shown to grow the local visitor economy,” Mr Binskin said. 
 
There are two categories within the NSW Top Tourism Town program: 

• Top Tourism Town – suited to established tourism towns where a range of attractions, 
accommodation and visitor experiences already exist, particularly those with a population over 
5,000 people. 

• Small Tourism Town – suited to towns which are in the process of establishing a tourism 
strategy and developing visitor experiences, particularly those with a population below 5,000 
people. 
 
Winners in each category will be announced in partnership with Local Government NSW at the 
LGNSW Destination & Visitor Economy Conference,26-28 May 2021 in Port Macquarie.  
 



 
 

 

Key dates: 
 

Friday 26 February Nominations Open 

Monday 22 March Nomination Deadline 

Monday 26 April Submission Deadline 

April / May State judging & public voting 

26 – 28 May NSW Winners announced 

 
For further information and key dates visit:  www.nswtourismawards.com/NSW-Top-Tourism-
Town-Award-2021  
 
About NSW Tourism Industry Council  
 
Powered by Business NSW, the NSW Tourism Industry Council helps businesses operating in 
the Visitor Economy maximise their potential to ensure New South Wales remains the number 
one tourism destination in Australia.  
 
Media enquiries: Greg Binskin - 0412 280 154  
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