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INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITY LIST A BOOST FOR NSW’S 

REGIONS 
 

The state’s peak business organisation Business NSW says the 2021 update to the 
Infrastructure Priority List by Infrastructure Australia has put the spotlight on regional 
NSW like never before. 

“This year’s Infrastructure Priority List is a valuable contribution to getting the NSW 
economy back on track as we deal with the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Business NSW 
Chief Executive Nola Watson. 

“The List highlights the critical role being played by regional NSW, with more than half of 
the assessed investments outside of capital cities,” Ms Watson said. 

“COVID-19 has clearly led to an acceleration of project development and planning as 
preparatory works were fast-tracked.  

“This time last year we called for a move from blueprints to building. Being able to move 
ahead with critical infrastructure projects has been helpful in driving economic activity 
through the pandemic. 

“As we begin the process of recovery, governments will need to strike a delicate balance 
trying to rebuild battered balance sheets while keeping up progress on the infrastructure 
that will sustain a vibrant economy in the years to come. 

“Expanding Newcastle Airport will open new opportunities for trade, tourism, 
employment and economic investment across the Hunter and beyond.  

“Renewable Energy Zones and energy storage initiatives will direct major investment in 
Australia’s electricity system into communities away from metro areas. While improving 
telecommunications capacity in regional areas is vital to help those adjusting to new 
ways of working over the past year, as many businesses have discovered. 

The List also brings forward the timeframe for upgrading the Picton Road between the 
Illawarra and South Sydney, reflecting the growing urgency of addressing capacity 
constraints and safety hazards. 

“As well as the new projects, the List continues to reflect progress on crucial nation-
building projects in NSW including the Sydney Metro, Western Sydney Airport and 
Inland Rail,” Ms Watson said 

About Business NSW 

Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 

body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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