
 
 
 
25 November 2020 

THE PATH FORWARD CLEARER WITH RESTRICTIONS 
RELAXED 

 
The Berejiklian Government has detailed a clear pathway to the new ‘normal’ for 

businesses and the community with the relaxing of restrictions, according to the 

state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW. 

From 1 December, hotels and restaurants will be allowed one person per two square 

metres and 50 people will be able to visit a home. 

There will be no cap on the number of people allowed in small hospitality venues (up 

to 200 square metres), so long as they keep to the one person per two square metre 

rule, and up to 50 people will be allowed to gather in an outdoor space. 

“Importantly, the Government has also repealed the Public Health order requiring 

employers to allow employees to work from home where it is reasonably practicable 

to do so,” said Business NSW Chef Executive Nola Watson. 

“This has been the cause of great frustration from businesses of all sizes right across 

the State,” Ms Watson said. 

“Business NSW has continually advocated, both in person and in writing, to the 

Government, for this regulation to change and I’m delighted with this decision on 

behalf of the hundreds of thousands of business owners across NSW. 

“This means businesses can properly plan and execute an integrated return to the 

office program for their employees, while ensuring a safe and compliant working 

environment. 

“Changes to the number of people allowed in restaurants, cafes and hotels is also a 

great boost exactly one month before Christmas – hopefully it means greater trading 

opportunities, extended hours and more jobs. 

“Businesses have their part to play as well by ensuring they comply with the new 

regulations. Any breach, no matter how small, deserves to be penalised as we 

cannot afford to get complacent, especially as we head into the peak period for the 

hospitality industry.  

“These regulations were brought in to protect the community from the spread of 

COVID-19 and their relaxation reflects the way the NSW community has dealt with 

and responded to the health crisis.  

“We should all celebrate this announcement,” Ms Watson said.  

About Business NSW 

Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 

body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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