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CURRICULUM REVIEW ESSENTIAL FOR FUTURE 

WORKPLACES 
 

The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, believes the State Government 
must follow the pathway set out in its response to the NSW Curriculum Review to 
provide the workforce skills needed post-COVID. 
 
“Many businesses want to see young people have the opportunity to more practically 
apply the knowledge they gain at school to their future workplaces,” said Business 
NSW Chief Executive Stephen Cartwright. 
 
“It’s pleasing to see the Government accept almost all of the recommendations 
proposed by Professor Geoff Masters in the NSW Curriculum Review which directly 
address the concerns of business,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
“Business owners and parents across the State will be heartened by the words of the 
Premier who has declared, ‘The NSW Government will be taking a back to basics 
approach to the curriculum. Literacy and numeracy will remain the focus throughout a 
student’s school experience’. 
 
“Strengthening post-school pathways has never been more important and will be critical 
in what will likely be a challenging post-COVID work environment. 
 

“The Government should be commended for its commitment to implementing many of 
the recommendations in the review within an ambitious timeframe. 
 

“However, Business NSW will be monitoring progress of some of the most challenging 
recommendations, such as reforming the later years of school, which have only received 
in-principle support. 
 
“We stand ready to work with the NSW Education Standards Authority to ensure they 
are not overlooked. 
 
“As noted in Business NSW’s original submission, ‘The NSW Curriculum Review 
provides a unique opportunity to examine both how and what we teach along with ways 
to inject more flexibility in course offerings, improve the integration of vocational 
education, bolster careers advice and improve the assessments of student capacity and 
competency’,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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