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NARRABRI GAS A WIN FOR JOBS AND ECONOMY 
 
The State’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, has applauded the Independent 
Planning Commission’s (IPC) decision to approve the Narrabri Gas Project to meet the 
state’s looming gas shortfall.  
 
“The common-sense decision to green light to the Narrabri Gas Project will be welcomed by 
every business in NSW that depends on gas to power their business and will keep 
thousands of people in their jobs,” said Business NSW Chief Executive Nola Watson. 
 
“More than 300,000 jobs in NSW, including 250,000 in manufacturing, rely on gas supply. 
 
“Gas is a complementary energy source to renewables. Securing our gas supply will help 
support reliable and affordable power as the energy market continues to evolve and develop 
emerging technologies like hydrogen.  
 
“It’s now vital that work begin immediately to build this project and provide a reliable and 
affordable supply of gas in NSW by 2025 – that’s when the Australian Energy Market 
Operator has projected, we will face a shortfall if no action is taken. 
 
“Our report ‘Running on Empty’, released last December, highlights the cost of the historic 
failure to take advantage of the state’s rich natural gas resources.  
  
“Over recent years, the price of gas in NSW has tripled and that has placed devastating 
costs on many businesses.  
 
“Our analysis revealed that a commercial bakery in NSW ends up paying a premium of 
$26,400 per year for gas, compared with an equivalent business located in Queensland. 
 
“The premiums are even higher for a NSW-based galvanising plant, at $66,000 per year, 
and tomato processor at $369,600 per year. 
 
“Increasing the cost of business is not the way to create jobs during a recession. We need to 
be putting downward pressure on the price of gas and supporting responsible projects that 
can increase supply in NSW.  
 
“The Narrabri Gas Project must be the first of several gas supply initiatives to help our 
manufacturers not only survive the recession but thrive into the future,” Ms Watson said. 
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