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GAS SECURITY ONE FINAL STEP AWAY IN NSW 

 
The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, has congratulated the NSW 
Government for its decision to endorse the Narrabri gas project and to send it to the 
Independent Planning Commission for final approval. 
 
“This is a pleasing development which has taken more than three years of hard work,” said 
Business NSW Chief Executive Stephen Cartwright. 
 
“While of course the Independent Planning Commission has final say on the development, it 
is encouraging to see the State Government give it the tick of approval,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
“This project is urgently needed to secure the supply of gas for NSW homes and 
businesses, with real fears about the reliability and price of supply to the Eastern seaboard. 
 
“It has been a long time coming because it is a complex piece of infrastructure, but it is 
pleasing to see the NSW Government make good on their commitments during the 
pandemic of supporting jobs and businesses. 
 
“Late last year, Business NSW released a major report – Running on Empty – which 
highlighted how dire the situation is and what could be done to secure supply, which was 
enthusiastically endorsed by experts.  
 
“What is abundantly clear is that without the Narrabri project coming on line supply will just 
about disappear, costs will soar, and businesses will be forced to close, meaning even more 
jobs will be lost in NSW. 
 
“NSW has significant gas reserves, however extraction had ground to a halt in recent years. 
 
“In our report, Business NSW identified that the Narrabri project had to be approved by 
2020 – and that was before the pandemic shook up the global economy.  
 
“Businesses are caught in a world of uncertainty and are facing a future with no guarantees 
on the supply of their energy needs. 
 
“This uncertainty was forcing many businesses to put off expanding their operations or to 
contemplate moving out of NSW, costing more jobs and creating more dependency on the 
public purse. 
 
“All we can hope now is that the Independent Planning Commission makes a speedy 
decision based on the long-term interests of all citizens of NSW. 
 
“This will provide jobs and, at the same time, create and support viable energy intensive 
industries,” Mr Cartwright said. 
 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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