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NEW APPRENTICE SUBSIDY ANSWERS CALL FROM 
BUSINESS 

 
The state’s peak business organisation, Business NSW, says the Commonwealth 
Government’s new subsidy for apprentices and traineeships is great news for business 
as well as young people. 
 
“Business NSW has repeatedly called for governments to address skills shortages, 
including in our Skilling Australia for a better future: Supporting apprenticeships through 
COVID-19 report and Commonwealth Pre-Budget Submission,” said Business NSW 
Chief Executive Officer, Nola Watson. 
 
“By subsidising half of all new apprentice and traineeship wages until 30 September 
2021, the Government has given businesses the confidence they need to recruit up to 
100,000 young people,” Ms Watson said.  
  
“The new subsidy will give businesses the certainty they need to invest in new staff 
during these extremely difficult economic times and help reduce the high unemployment 
levels brought about by COVID-19. 
 
“Although support was being provided to help businesses retain existing apprentices, 
until now there was little or no support for new starters and restarters, essential to 
address our projected shortfall in training places. 
 
“We also know that this year’s high school leavers are in the middle of a tough year, so 
this subsidy will give them some comfort that they will find a vocation that gives them 
valuable skills that serve them a lifetime.  
 
“With the subsidy available from 5 October, we expect to see more employers bringing 
forward their recruitment plans and starting to look for motivated young apprentices and 
trainees.  
 
“My advice to any young person at high school who’s not sure what comes next would 
be to finish your schooling and then seriously consider an apprenticeship or traineeship 
for the chance to start a fulfilling career,” Ms Watson said. 
 
About Business NSW 
Formerly the NSW Business Chamber, Business NSW is the peak policy and advocacy 
body which has been representing businesses in NSW since 1826.  
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